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but to God alone In secret, setting frankincense on fire be-
side them,, as though their sins would ascend to God in the
smoke thereof." 1 In recent times Parry makes the broad
generalization that confession is "almost obsolete" in this
church.2 He adds that it is doubtful if it ever implied any
more than a formal confession of sin, as it is the custom,
where confession is made, for several to confess together
at the steps of the altar. Parry's statemen. was only par-
tially confirmed for northern Syria, where I was informed
that the service might be read over a number of penitents
together, but that each must make confession separately.
According to another account given me by a man from
Mosul, the penitent kneels by himself before the priest,
who is seated on the floor of the church. After repeating
the formula of confession, and detailing his sins, the penitent
answers the questions of the priest,, who then gives good
advice and pronounces absolution. Women must never
confess to an unmarried priest. A Jacobite told me that
his father received especial permission from the bishop to
commune without confession. The laxity of the Jacobite
clergy in this matter is further illustrated by the case of two
American _ travellers to whom, quite recently, the Jacobite
priest of Sudud (on the edge of the Syrian desert) insisted
on giving the communion at the mass, even when they de-
clared themselves to be Protestants who do not confess to
a priest.
In the Greek Church3 the liturgy is preceded by an elab-
orate service, lasting about an hour, during which the ele-
ments are prepared for consecration. At the time of the
great schism, one of the chief questions in dispute was
whether leavened or unleavened bread should be used in
the communion. The Eastern church stood for the former,
1 <s Historia Hierosolymitana Abbreviate"   Latin found in Bongars's
" Gesta Dei per Francos." Our quotation is from the translation in the
eleventh volume of the Palestine Pilgrims' Text Society's Works, p. 73.
51 "Six Months in a Syrian Monastery," p. 342, by Oswald H. Parry
(London, 1895).
3 When no exception Is stated, it may be assumed that under this
phrase the Greek Catholic Church is also included.

